
Paul Brennan 
 
SGC, Target Discovery Institute 
Nuffield Department of Medicine 
University of Oxford 
Oxford Health Campus 
Oxford, OX3 7DQ, UK 
e-mail: paul.brennan@sgc.ox.ac.uk 

 

 

 

 

 
Summary 
I am an industry trained, innovative and successful medicinal chemistry with diverse experience, a history of 
clinical candidate delivery and a strong background in synthetic organic and medicinal chemistry.  I have led 
and delivered advanced compounds in projects targeting major disease targets: kinase inhibitors, GPCR 
agonists and antagonists, metabolic enzymes, ion channels and chromatin modifiers.   
 
As the principal investigator of medicinal chemistry at the Structural Genomics Consortium in Oxford 
University, I lead the chemistry team dedicated to designing and synthesizing open-access small molecule 
probes for epigenetic proteins in order to elucidate the mechanism of epigenetic regulation, one of the most 
exciting new areas of human biology.  In the University of Oxfofd’s newly established Target Discovery 
Institute, my research is focused on the use of small molecules and chemoproteomics in target elucidation. 
 
Experience 

2011 – present SGC and Target Discovery Institute, Nuffield Department of Medicine 
University of Oxford  
Principal Investigator in Medicinal Chemistry leading a group of doctoral and post-doctoral 
researchers. 
Research projects:  Small molecule epigenetic probes for bromodomains, tudor domains and 
histone demethylases. 
 

2005 – 2011 
 

Pfizer, Sandwich, UK.  Senior Principal Scientist and chemistry team leader in Urology, Allergy and 
Respiratory, Epigenetics. 
Research projects: CNS GPCR agonists and antagonists for incontinence and obesity, peripheral 
GPCR antagonists for respiratory disease, ion channel antagonists for pain, enzyme inhibitors for 
respiratory disease 
 

2003 – 2005 Amgen, Thousand Oaks, California.  Research Scientist and chemistry team leader;  
Research projects: PLK Serine/threonine kinase inhibitor for oncology, tyrosine kinase inhibitor for 
oncology 
 

1998 Pharmacopeia, Princeton, New Jersey.  Summer Intern. 
Responsibilities: Multi-step organic synthesis 
Solid-Phase combinatorial chemistry 
 

1989 – 1991 Genta (now Promega), San Luis Obispo, California.   
Research Associate. 
Responsibilities: Synthesis and HPLC purification of anti-sense oligonucleotides 
Synthesis of modified nucleosides 
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Education 

2000 – 2003 University of Cambridge, Department of Chemistry 
Post-doctoral Researcher and chemistry team leader 
Advisor:  Professor Steven V. Ley 

 
Research projects:   
The Total Synthesis of Rapamycin 
Synthesis of Oligosaccharides Using Clean Chemistry 
Suzuki Cross Coupling with Pd-containing Perovskites.  
 

1995 – 2000 University of California, Berkeley 
PhD in Organic Chemistry; awarded April 2000 
Advisor:  Professor Paul A. Bartlett, Ph.D.   
Thesis title: 1. Phosphinate Inhibitors of Peptidoglycan Biosynthesis; 2. Development of a New Ring 
System for Combinatorial Chemistry 
 

1991 – 1995 University of California, Davis 
Bachelor of Science in Chemistry, with high honors; awarded June 1995.  Awarded Most Outstanding 
Student in Organic Chemistry. 
Advisor: Professor Mark J. Kurth  
Senior thesis title:  Site Isolation Studies on Solid Support 

 
Professional Associations 

2011 – 
present 

Medical Research Council 
Development Pathway Funding Scheme review panel. 
 

2011 - 
present 

3D-Fragment Library Consortium  
Steering Committee 
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